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DESCRIPTION  OF  PiRD-IETER  BOUNDARY  CODE  NO.  GN  201(a) 


A  key  map  of  the  East  Boston  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  (GNRP)  Areaj 
located  in  the  City  of  Boston,  County  of  Suffolk,  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, is  attached  herewith.  The  project  is  bounded  generally  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  located  at  the  intersection  of  the  northern  right-of- 
way  line  of  Ilaverick  Street  and  the  eastern  right-of-way  line  of  Geneva 
Street; 

Northerly  by  the  eastern  right-of-way  line  of  Geneva  Street  to  the  northern 
right-of-way  line  of  Porter  Street; 

Northwesterly  along  the  northern  right-of-way  line  of  Porter  Street  to  the 
southeastern  right-of-way  line  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad; 

Northerly  along  the  southeastern  right-of-way  line  of  the  Boston  and  Albany 
Railroad  to  the  centerline  of  Curtis  Street; 

Northwesterly  along  the  centerline  of  Curtis  Street  to  the  northwestern  right- 
of-way  line  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad; 

Northwesterly  along  the  northwestern  right-of-way  line  of  the  Boston  and  Albany 
Railroad  to  the  East  Boston  Pierhead  Line  of  Chelsea  River; 

Westerly  along  the  East  Boston  Pierhead  Line  of  Chelsea  River  to  the  East  Boston 
Pierhead  Line  of  Boston  Harbor; 

Southerly  and  Southeasterly  along  the  East  Boston  Pierhead  Line  of  Boston 
Harbor  to  the  point  of  intersection  with  a  line  drawn  parallel  to  the  east 
right-of-way  line  of  Jeffries  Street  and  700  feet  to  the  east  of  the  afore- 
said east  right-of-way  line; 

Northeasterly  along  the  line  draim  parallel  to  the  east  right-Df-way  line  of 
Jeffries  Street  and  700  feet  east  of  the  aforesaid  east  line  to  the  north 
line  of  i'iaverick  Street  extended; 

Northwesterly  along  the  north  right-of-way  line  of  Ilaverick  Street  and  its 
extension  to  the  point  of  beginning. 


^ 


CHARLESTOWN 


PARKER-HILL 
FENWAY 


JAMAICA 
PL^IN 


EAST 
BOSTON 


ROXBURY 
NORTH    DO'RCHESTER 


DOWNTOWN  NORTH 


DOWNTOWN 


SOUTH  BOSTON 


SOUTH  END 


GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEV/AL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R-44 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


BINDER  NO. 


SUBMISSION  DATE! 


LAND  USE  PLAN 


CODE  NO.  GN- 201(b) 


East  Boston  is  located  to  the  northeast  of  Boston  Proper  on  what 
was  originally  five  islands  in  Massachusetts  Bay.   Through  land 
filling  these  islands  are  now  a  peninsula  attached  to  the  mainland 
at  Revere.   The  East  Boston  GNRP  area  is  the  southwesterly  portion 
of  this  peninsula  and  includes  some  seventy-five  percent  of  the 
area's  population.   Other  sections  of  East  Boston  not  included  in 
the  GNRP  area  are  Orient  Heights  and  Logan  International  Airport. 
The  GNRP  area  is  linked  to  Boston  Proper  by  a  rapid  transit  tunnel 
and  two  highway  tunnels;  to  Chelsea  by  two  bridges;  and  to  Revere 
and  points  north  by  expressway,  transit,  railroad,  and  local 
streets. 

The  proposed  land  use  plan,  together  with  the  community  facilities 
plan  which  follows  as  Code  No.  GN-20l(c),  is  based  on  analysis  of 
land  use  surveys,  building  condition  surveys,  and  other  studies 
undertaken  by  the  Authority  and  consultants  and  listed  as  exhibits 
in  the  checklist  of  documents  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 

Proposed  changes  in  land  use  are  summarized  in  the  table  below. 
The   table  shows  an  increase  in  residential  and  community  facility 
land  area,  and  a  decrease  in  industrial  and  commercial  area- 


Existing  and  Proposed  Land  Uses 
(all  figures  in  acres) 


Existing 

Existing 

Proposed 

New  Land 

Land  Use 

To  Be 

New 

Use  Totals 

Totals 
104.9 

Acquired 
15.3 

Development 
62.7 

Residential 

152.3 

Commercial 

68.7 

22.1 

0.9 

47.5 

Industrial 

103.5 

57.3 

-0- 

46.2 

Institutional 

61.5 

7.2 

29.5 

83.8 

Parking 

5.9 

0.2 

-0- 

5.7 

Streets,  Alleys 

241.0 

10.9 

19.9 

250.0 

Under  V/ater 

162.0 

-0- 

-0- 

162.0 

Total 

747.5 

113.0 

3.13.0 

747.5 
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IMPACT  OP  LOGAN  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT  ON  THE  GNRP  AREA 

Logan  International  Airport,  located  to  the  east  of  the  GNRP  area, 
is  the  principal  air  terminal  for  Greater  Boston  and  much  of  New 
England.   Its  rapid  growth  in  recent  years  is  documented  by  the 
following  figures: 


Traffic  Growth  -  Logan  International  Airport  1962-64 


Flights 
Passengers 
Mail  (lbs.) 
Cargo  (lbs. ) 


1^64 

13^,501 

4,578,872 

15,709,404 

98,676,140 


12§1 

122,668 
3,838,124 

13,774,917 
88,390,261 


1962 

121,181 

3,457,339 
12,722,031 
83,420,439 


Source:  1964  Annual  Report,  Massachusetts  Port  Authority 

The  1964  National  Airport  plan,  prepared  by  the  Federal  Aviation 
Agency,  covers  the  fiscal  years  I965-I969  and  recommends  many  im- 
provements to  the  existing  airport.   These  improvements  can, 
however,  be  accommodated  on  the  approximately  1,500  acres  that  the 
airport  already  occupies,  or  on  land  fill  outside  the  GNRP  area. 

It  is  anticipated  that  noise  levels  will  increase  somewhat  as  air 
traffic  continues  to  grow.   However,  new  construction  in  adjacent 
areas  such  as  Orient  Heights,  where  aircraft  noise  levels  are  even 
higher,  indicates  the  adverse  effects  of  aircraft  operations  can 
be  overcome  under  favorable  marketing  conditions. 


Growth  of  c 
related  to 
pated  these 
in  the  imme 
transportat 
stantially. 
Land  now  oc 
sites  propo 
to  satisfy 


ommercial  and  industrial  activities  within  the  GNRP 
airport  activity  has  been  slight,  and  it  is  not  antici- 

activities  will  create  an  extensive  demand  for  land 
diate  future.   Over  the  longer  term,  however,  air 
ion  of  people  and  goods  is  expected  to  increase  sub- 
thereby  creating  a  demand  for  airport-oriented  uses, 
cupied  by  rail  yards,  and  underutilized  industrial 
sed  for  continued  non-residential  use  could  be  utilized 
much  of  this  demand. 


Perhaps  the  major  impact  of  the  airport  on  surrounding  areas  has 
been  the  airport's  gradual  encroachment  on  the  tidal  flats,  park 
areas  and  beaches  along  the  eastern  shore.   At  one  time  much  of 
this  frontage  was  accessible  to  East  Boston  residents,  but  today 
nearly  all  of  it  has  been  filled  in  and  taken  over  for  airport  use, 
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DECLINE  OF  SEAPORT  ACTIVITY 

The  East  Boston  waterfront  has  been  in  decline  for  many  years. 
Once  active  with  the  construction  of  Clipper  ships,  as  an  immigrant 
port  to  the  Mew  World,  and  as  a  transportation  terminal  for  many 
products,  large  areas  in  some  sections  of  the  waterfront  are  now 
vacant. 

Conditions  vary  -  most  of  the  under-utilized  sections  are  on  the 
western  shore  which,  at  one  time,  was  occupied  primarily  by  ship- 
yards, coal  terminals,  and  lumber  yards.   Today  nearly  half  the 
land  in  this  area  is  vacant. 

Although  a  few  sites  have  been  developed  along  the  western  water- 
front for  non-water  oriented  uses  such  as  a  shopping  center,  there 
has  been  little  interest  in  land  development.   As  an  example,  re- 
cent attempts  to  auction  city-owned  land  were  unsuccessful. (1) 
Given  the  present  industrial  character  of  this  area,  attempts  to 
market  the  land  thus  far  have  been  for  industrial  purposes.   But, 
the  sites  lack  rail  access;  and  some  are  on  tidelands  so  that  clear 
title  to  the  property  is  difficult  to  obtain.   The  surrounding 
environment,  of  blight  and  deterioration,  has  also  effectively 
curtailed  development. 

DECLINE  OF  THE  RESIDENTIAL  COMMUNITY 

Several  problems  of  physical  and  economic  deterioration  have  been 
cited  above  in  relation  to  the  waterfront  industrial  areas.   Other 
symptoms  of  decline  which  apply  more  specifically  to  the  residen- 
tial' sections  of  the  project  are  summarized  below. 

Loss  of  Population:  Large  numbers  of  persons  have  been  leaving 
East  Boston  since  World  War  II  in  search  of  better  housing.   Over 
10,000  persons,  or  one-fourth  of  the  total  population,  has  left 
in  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Population  of  East  Boston  GNRP  Area 

Population 

1950  39,626 
i960  31,729 
1965         29,335 

Source:  U.  S.  Census:  State  Census. 


JT)      Public  Auction  held  June  30,  1964,  of  260,3^1  square  feet  of 
land  on  New  Street. 
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While  a  loss  In  population  is  not  in  Itself  undesirable,  and  could. 
In  fact,  be  considered  desirable  in  some  of  the  more  congested 
areas,  there  is  ample  evidence  to  suggest  the  decline  is  in  large 
part  caused  by  widespread  dissatisfaction  with  housing  and  envir- 
onmental conditions.   The  greatest  losses  in  population  have  taken 
place  among  young  families  with  children.   There  was  a  net  loss  of 
over  ^0  percent  of  those  persons  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30 
between  1950  and  i960.   As  a  result,  an  increasing  proportion  of 
those  remaining  were  older,  less  mobile  persons. 

Lack  of  New  Housing  Construction;   The  lack  of  new  housing  in 
East  Boston  has  undoubtedly  influenced  families  with  sufficient 
means  to  leave  the  community.   Except  for  a  public  housing  project, 
there  has  been  virtually  no  new  construction  for  over  25  years. 


Age  of  Dwelling  Units  in  East  Boston  GNRP  Area,  I96O 


Construction  Date 

1950  -  i960 
1940  -  1949 
1939  or  earlier 


No.  of  Dwelling  Units 

20 
436  (4l4  public  housing) 
11.4Q0 
11,946 


Source;   U.  S.  Census  of  Housing 


Deteriorated  Housing  Conditions;-^  BRA  surveys  of  the  exterior 
conditions  of  residential  structures  undertaken  during  the  summer 
of  1961  showed  nearly  one-half  required  major  repairs  or  were  in 
dilapidated  condition. 


Condition  of  Residential   No.  of  Residential 


Structures 


A  condition 
B  condition 
C  condition 
D  condition 


satisfactory 
minor  repairs 
major  repairs 
dilapidated 

Total 


Structures 

Percent 

82 

2.1 

;              1855 

48.3 

I              1518 

39.6 

398 

10.0 

3853 


100  0 


(1)   Definition  of  Building  Conditions; 

A  condition  -  Building  in  good  repair 

B  condition  -  Buildings  need  minor  repair,  and  are  in  a 

deteriorating  condition  because  of  a  defect 
not  corrected  by  normal  maintenance. 

C  condition  -  Buildings  require  major  rehabilitation  to  put 
them  in  sound  condition.   Major  repairs' or 
extensive  minor  repairs  make  feasibility  of 
rehabilitation  subject  to  more  detailed  Interior 
and  exterior  analysis. 
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D  condition  -  Buildings  determined  to  be  infeasible  of  re- 
habilitation, and  containing  defects  to  a  point 
warranting  clearance. 

FLAN  PROPOSALS  FOR  RESIDENTIAL  REHABILITATION 

A  primary  objective  of  the  proposed  renewal  program  is  the  rehab- 
ilitation and  revitalization  of  the  existing  residential  community 
for  the  families  now  living  there.   To  accomplish  this,  clearance 
of  residential  buildings  would  be  kept  to  a  minimum  and  emphasis 
placed  on  a  program  of  property  rehabilitation. 

Prom  the  preliminary  land  use  and  building  condition  surveys  under- 
taken by  the  Authority  and  summarized  previously  in  this  report, 
it  is  estimated  that  approximately  9*000  of  the  existing  9,500 
(1965  estimate)  occupied  housing  units  should  be  considered  for 
rehabilitation  treatment.   This  is  nearly  95^  of  all  occupied 
dwelling  units  in  the  East  Boston  GNRP  Area. 

These  homes  are  located  in  sections  of  the  GNRP  Area  which  are  con- 
sidered suitable  for  continued  residential  use.   However,  many 
properties  will  require  extensive  repairs,  the  financing  of  which 
would,  under  current  conditions,  be  available  only  if  coordinated 
with  a  renewal  program. 

PROPOSED  "WATERFRONT  DEVELOPMENT  DISTRICT"  -  AN  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
NEW  HOUSING  CONSTRUCTION 

The  western  waterfront  provides  the  major  opportunity  for  new 
development  within  the  East  Boston  GNRP  Area   Through  a  program 
of  Urban  Renewal  more  than  82  acres  of  blighted  and  under-utilized 
land  could  be  developed,  and,  if  it  proved  feasible,  additional 
land  could  be  created  by  land  filling. 

As  there  are  few  areas  within  the  City  of  Boston  of  this  size 
suitable  for  new  development,  several  re-use  possibilities  or 
combinations  should  be  considered  during  project  planning.   For 
example,  a  site  for  a  portion  of  the  proposed  1975  World's  Fair 
would  be  an  appropriate  temporary  use. 

In  the  long  run,  however,  it  is  proposed  that  most  of  the  site  be 
utilized  for  new  housing  and  related  community  uses,  including 
schools,  playgrounds  and  water-oriented  recreation  facilities. 

No  specific  site  planning  studies  have  been  made  for  this  area, 
but  if  it  were  to  be  developed  for  new  housing  and  supporting 
community  facilities,  the  estimate  below  indicates  the  land  use 
acreage  that  could  provide  a  balanced  development.   (These  figures 
have  been  used  elsewhere  in  this  report  to  compute  acreages  and 
new  constxnAction  estimates.  ) 
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Proposed  Land  Use  -  Waterfront  Development  District 


Proposed  Development  Acres 

Residential  1100  units  -  town  houses, 

garden  apartments  44 

Schools  and  Playgrounds    (l)   intermediate  school  12 

(l)  elementary  school  5 

Streets                 (20^  of  total  area)  16 

Recreation  5 

Total  Acres  8?.   Acres 


Boston  R-44  /  GN-20l(b)  2-6 


In  addition  to  the  new  housing  construction  proposed  for  the  "VJaterfront  Devel- 
opment District,  there  are  opportunities  for  some  100  new  housing  units  within 
the  existing  residential  community  on  small  sites  now  vacant  or  occupied  by- 
dilapidated  buildings  infeasible  of  repair. 

The  overall  estimated  change  in  housing  units  if  the  plan  is  carried  out  is 
estimated  below: 


Estimated  Change  in  Housing  Units  I96O-I97O 


i960  Total  Housing  Units  11,9U6 

i960  Occupied  Housing  Units  9,890 

1965  Total  Housing  Units  (estimated)  11,800 

1965  Occupied  Housing  Units  (estimated)  9,550 

Proposed  Clearance  of  Occupied  Units  575 

Proposed  New  Units  (Waterfront  Dev.  District)  1,100 

Proposed  New  Units  (Other)  100 

fffiT  INCREASE  IN  HOUSING  UNITS  1960-1970  625 


PROPOSALS  FOR  COMTiERCIAL  AREAS 

The  majority  of  commercial  uses  in  East  Boston  consist  of  retail  and  consumer 
service  establishments  scattered  throughout  the  residential  area.  Most  non- 
consumer  oriented  commercial  uses,  (wholesaling  and  business  services)  are 
located  in  the  peripheral  industrial  belt. 

There  vrere  an  estimated  56,000  square  feet  of  empty  store  space  in  East  Boston 
in  1963,  indicating  the  presence  of  some  physical-economic  blight.  Many  stores 
are  functionally  obsolete;  and  traffic  congestion  and  inadequate  parking  are 
also  a  problem  at  some  locations. 

Exterior  surveys  carried  out  by  the  BRA  in  I96I  showed  that  nearly  one  in  every 
five  commercial  structures  was  in  dilapidated  condition. 


Exterior  Condition  of  Commercial  Buildines-'- 


Structures 

A  -  condition  (satisfactory)  33 

B  -  condition  (minor  repairs  required)  1U3 

C  -  condition  (major  repairs  required)  121 

D  -  condition  (dilapidated)  70 

■'-Building  conditions  defined  in  the  section  on  housing. 


The  plan  proposes  the  clearance  of  dilapidated  commercial  structures  and  many 
vacant  stores,  (which  tend  to  be  in  the  dilapidated  structures)  so  that  a 
closer  balance  will  result  between  the  space  available  and  the  space  required. 

New  construction  would  be  limited  so  that  existing  stores  are  not  forced  out 
of  business.  Additional  off-street  parking  and  improved  traffic  flow  would 
be  planned  to  help  the  existing  shopping  areas  function  more  smoothly. 

INDUSTRIAL  LAND  USE  PROPOSALS 

With  the  decline  in  waterfront  activity  (already  discussed  elsewhere  in  this 
report)  there  has  been  no  corresponding  increase  in  land  development  for  air- 
port use  within  the  GNRP  area.  Airport  needs  have  been  met  by  additional 
land  filling  to  the  east  of  the  project  area. 

Economic  studies  undertaken  for  the  East  Boston  area  indicate  that  the  short- 
term  demand  for  industrial  land  will  continue  to  be  quite  limited.  Sites 
appropriate  for  continued  industrial  use  have  already  been  developed,  and 
those  that  are  under-utilized  have  little  potential  because  of  poor  road  and 
rail  access,  and  the  large  surplus  of  waterfront  sites  in  the  Boston  area, 

BRA  surveys  of  buildings  used  for  industrial  and  wholesale  purposes  showed 
that  over  one  building  in  every  four  was  in  dilapidated  condition. 


Exterior  Condition  of  Industrial  Buildings ■'- 


A  -  condition  (satisfactory) 
B  -  condition  (minor  repairs  required) 
C  -  condition  (major  repairs  required) 
D  -  condition  (dilapidated) 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Wholesale 

Industrial 

Buildings 

Buildings 

0 

6 

25 

III 

12 

h9 

8 

37 
133 

The  plan  proposes  continued  industrial  use  along  the  northern  and  southern 
shores  of  the  GNRP  area,  and  along  I'lcClellan  Highway,  and  conversion  of  the 
western  waterfront  to  other  uses.  This  clear  separation  of  waterfront  area 
will  free  the  central  residential  district  of  conflicting  industrial  uses 
and  provide  much-needed  space  for  new  housing  and  community  uses. 


Building  conditions  defined  in  the  section  on  housing. 


PROPOSED  LAND  USE  PLAN  (Continued)  CODE  GN  201(b)  1,2,3 

(1)  Population  Densities 

New  housing  densities  would  be  similar  to  those  in  family-oriented  neighbor- 
hoods in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Row  house  units  would  be  constructed  at 
roughly  20  units  per  net  acre,  and  garden  apartments  at  between  25  and  30 
units  per  acre.   Overall  densities  for  new  development  would  be  approximately 
25  units  per  acre. 

Residential  densities  of  areas  slated  for  rehabilitation  would  remain  about  the 
same,  or  decrease  slightly. 

(2)  Building  Coverage  and  Other  Building  Requirements 

Building  coverage  and  other  building  requirements  in  areas  of  new  development 
would  be  consistent  with  the  new  Boston  Zoning  Code,  the  Boston  Building  Code, 
and  Project  Rehabilitation  Standards.  No  other  building  requirements  are 
anticipated. 

(3)  Other  Land  Use  Provisions 

Setback  controls  are  proposed  along  both  sides  of  Porter  St,  between  the  tun- 
nels and  Bremen  St.  to  provide  a  scenic  gateway  into  East  Boston  and  Logan 
Airport.  No  other  land  use  provisions  are  proposed  at  this  time  for  specific 
land  use  projects  in  order  to  achieve  land  use  objectives. 


GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R-i|l; 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


PLAN  FOR  COMMUI'UTY  FACILITIES  AND  PUBLIC  BiPROVEMENTS 


CODE  NO.  GN-20l(c) 


SCHOOLS 

Proposals  for  school  abandonments  and  new  school  construction  follow  the 
Harvard  University  ''Sargent  Report",  Boston  Schools  -  I962. 

ISro   of  the  proposed  new  schools  have  been  increased  in  capacity  in  order  to 
accommodate  pupils  from  the  new  housing  construction  in  the  "Waterfront 
Development  District". 


Summary  8e  Recommendations  for 
Existing  Schools 


Year 

Schools  to  be  Retained 

Capacity 

Built 

Recommendations 

S  Adams 

1;25 

1910 
1913 

Retain  as  K-5 

D  Alighieri 

250 

192ii 

Retain  as  K-3 

P .  J .  Kennedy 

380 

1933 

Retain  as  K-5 

H  R  O'Donnell 

350 

1932 

Retain  as  K-5 

J.  Otis 

kko 

1905 
1917 

Retain  as  K-5 

D  McKay 

990 

1926 

Retain  as  K-5;  6-8 

East  Boston  High 

School 

1,590 

1925 
1936 

Retain  as  9-12 

Daniel  Webster 

1922 
Year 

Retain  as  "special" 
for  job  retrainins 

Schools  to  be  Abe 

:ndoned 

Capacity 

Built 

Recommendations 

Chapman 

U90 

1901 

Abandon 

T  Lyman 

350 

1870 

Abandon 

P.  H  Sheridan 

315 

191^ 

Abandon 

J  H.  Barnes 

1,000 

1901 
1935 

Abandon 

Boston  R-4VGN-201(c) 


3-1 


New  Schools: 


Barnes  Replacement 
Chcpman-Sheridan  Replacement 


Grades 

6-8 
K-5 


Pupil 
Cnpaclty 

800 
TOO 


COMMUNITY  CENTER 

A  new  indoor -outdoor  community  recreation  center  is  proposed  for  construction 
as  part  of  the  new  Barnes  Intermediate  School. 

The  Paris  Street  Baths  and  Gymnasium,  an  obsolete  facility,  which  provides 
some  community  recreation  functions,  could  be  demolished  after  the  new 
center  was  completed. 

PARKS.  FLAYGROTOTDS,  PLAYFIELDS 

Tlie  most  extensive  public  open  spaces  serving  Esst  Boston  are  outside  the 
GDIRP  Area.  Orient  Heights  Beach  and  the  East  Boston  athletic  field  and 
stadium  are  separated  from  the  GN  by  major  traffic  barriers  and  are,  there- 
fore, difficult  for  young  children  to  reach  safely. 

There  are  few  attractive  public  open  spaces  i/ithin  the  residential  district. 
Only  one  playground  is  larger  than  three  acres  and  it  is  located  in  a  corner 
of  the  residential  area . 

The  Plan  proposes  substantial  additions  of  park  and  recreation  space  primar- 
ily in  conjunction  mth  the  proposed  "Waterfront  Development  District" 

Other,  smaller  improvements  are  also  possible.  For  example,  the  park  at 
Prescott  Square  could  be  enlarged  when  the  Sheridan  School  is  replaced  and  a 
new  park  developed  on  the  Chapman  School  site  when  the  replacement  school  is 
complete . 

Existing  playgrounds  could  be  retained  and  developed  with  new  play  equipment 
for  small  children.   The  playground  on  Paris  Street  could  be  enlarged  after 
razing  the  Lyman  School,  giving  the  Alighieri  School  one  large  contiguous 
playground 

At  the  eastern  end  of  the  GNRP  Area  (Jeffries  Point)  a  four  acre  park  is 
proposed  on  a  site  now  largely  vacant  to  give  that  neighborhood  its  o^ra 
waterfront  recreation  facility. 

During  project  planning  the  possibilities  for  enlarging  existing  school 
playgrounds  and  creating  small  open  spaces  ^ri.11  be  further  defined 
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Summary  of  Park  and  Recreation  Proposals 


Parks 

Central  Square 

Belmont  Square 

Prescott  Square 

Putnam  Square 

Jeffries  Point 

Butaw  Street 

Waterfront  Development  District 

Sub -Total 


Playgrounds 

(not  attached  to  schools) 

American  Legion 
Paris  Street 


Lamson  and  Sumner  Streets 
Sub -Total 


Ibci  sting 

Size 
(acres) 


3.h 
1.3 


Proposed 

Size 
(acres) 


0.9 

0.9 

0.7 

0.7 

0.3 

1.0 

0.3 

0.3 

— 

k  0 

— 

0-7 

— 

5.0 

2.2 

12.6 

Existing 

Pro-DOsed 

Si-e 

Size 

(acres) 

(acres) 

3.h 
(combined  v/ith  the 
Alighieri  School 
playground) 
0.5 


5.2 


Sici sting  School 
Playgrounds  to  Remain 

S.  Adams 

D.  Alighieri 

P.  J  Kennedy 

H  R.  O'Donnell 

D,  McKay 

J  Otis 

D.  Webster 
High  School 

Sub -Total 


E::i  sting 

Proposed 

Size 

Size 

(acres) 

(acres) 

0.6 

0.6 

0.3 

2.2 

0.3 

0.3 

O.h 

O.i^ 

2.6 

2.6 

0.4 

Q.k 

0.9 

0.9 

3.9 

3.9 

9.1+ 


11.3 
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Proposed  School 
Playgrounds  and  Playfields 

Barnes  Replacement  (Playfield) 
Chapman-Sheridcn  Replacement 
( Playground ) 

Sub -Total 

Grand  Total 


Existing 

Size 
(acres) 

Proposed 

Size 
(acres) 

— 

9.0 

— 

k.O 

-0- 

1.3.0 

16.8 

1^0.8 

FIRE  STATIONS 

The  district  is  served  by  three  fire  stations  built  in  I873,  1901,  and  192U. 
All  three  are  inefficient,  obsolete,  and  have  been  proposed  for  replacement 
by  two  nev  stations  vhich  will  serve  not  only  the  GNRP  Area,  but  also  por- 
tions of  Orient  Heights  and  Logan  Airport. 

OTHER  CO^iMUMTY  FACILITIES 

The  following  are  proposed  for  retention  and  modernization  as  necessary: 

(1)  East  Boston  Police  Station  and  District  Court 

(2)  East  Boston  Branch  Library. 

(3)  Public  Welfare  Building. 

STREETS  AND  TRAI-ISPORTATION  FACILITIES 

Preliminary  studies  of  highway  and  road  conditions  were  developed  by  Wilbur 
Smith  and  Associates.  Updating  of  the  report  was  accomplished  b?;  the 
Authority's  Transportation  Staff. 

In  comparison  \r±th   other  areas  of  the  City,  East  Boston  has  few  surface 
transportation  problems.   Expressway,  rapid  transit,  and  rail  freight  lines 
provide  East  Boston  good  service  with  a  minimum  of  interference  to  residen- 
tial areas. 

The  Siomner  and  Callahan  highway  tunnels  carry  heavy  traffic  under  Boston 
Harbor  to  a  point  in  the  center  of  the  residentij^l  district  \rhere  through 
traffic  takes  the  elevated  East  Boston  Expressway  and  McClellan  highway 
to  Revere  and  points  north;  airport  traffic  follows  a  separate  express-^ray 
system;  and  local  traffic  enters  the  local  street  system. 

The  rapid  transit  line  from  Bowdoin  Square  in  downtown  Boston  to  Revere 
follows  the  easterly  boundary  of  the  district  at  grade  x/ithout  interfering 
with  local  circulation.  The  area  is  served  by  three  stations  on  this  line 
at  Maverick  Square,  Wood  Island  (beyond  the  northern  boundary),  and  at  the 
airport  Local  buses  operate  on  Sumner,  Maverick,  Meridian,  Lexington  and 
Bennington  Streets  and  no  residential  aree  is  more  than  20  minutes  from 
dovmtovni  by  transit. 
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The  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  occupies  a  north-south  rail  cut  serving  the 
port  and  several  industrial  plants.   It  ofrers  no  problem  to  vehicular 
traffic  since  it  is  grade  separated  from  all  crossing  streets. 

The  prindipal  traffic  ij^iprovements  that  should  be  made  in  East  Boston  are 
to  the  local  street  system.   Several  streets  are  still  carrying  excessive 
amounts  of  through  traffic  and  a  large  number  of  intersections  should  be 
simplified  for  smoother  and  safer  flow. 

The  follox'jing  improvements  are  proposed: 

(1)  Widen  Bremen  Street  by  acquiring  a  strip  of  unused  railroad  land. 
This  improvement  would  replace  Chelsea  Street  as  a  north-south  arterial 
and  move  through  traffic  to  the  edge  of  the  residential  area. 

(2)  Close  sections  of  Chelsea  Street  in  order  to  simplify  traffic 
movement  and  divert  through  traffic  onto  Bremen  Street,  Chelsea  Street 
can  then  be  reduced  in  roadway  width  and  landscaped,   (This  treatment 
can  also  be  employed  on  other  streets  where  appropriate.) 

(3)  Change  Bennington  and  Saratoga  Streets  to  one-vjay  paired  streets. 
(Bennington  Street  would  remain  two-way  northeast  of  Day  Square,) 

(h)     Discontinue  a  section  of  Gove  Street  and  develop  it  as  a  pedestrian 
way   so  that  the  Alijihieri  School  site  can  become  contiguous  with  its 
playground. 

(5)  The  Wilbur  Smith  Report  designates  the  Lagle  Square  area  as  an 
"Area  for  Further  Study"   (Figure  lU-2  of  the  Sr.iith  Report).   The 
proposals  as  shown  on  Map  6,   submitted  herewith,  are  one  alternative — 
Figure  lii-2  indicates  a  second  alternative.  During  project  planning 

a  detailed  proposal  will  be  formulated. 

(6)  For  other  streets  inprovements  in  surface,  curbing,  sidewalks, 
lighting  and  drainage  as  required. 

UTILITIES 

VJith  respect  to  the  sewerage  system,  East  Boston,  with  the  exception  of 
Condor  Street,  is  served  by  combined  sewers.  Storms  c^iuse  the  Mi)C 
interceptor  to  overflow  into  Chelsea  River  and  the  Boston  Harbor,  and 
these  flows  contain  large  quantities  of  sevrafre.   Inoperative  tide  gates 
allow  tidewater  to  enter  the  local  and  intercepting  systems  causing 
surcharging  and  then  flushing  of  the  systems  with  the'  out":oing  tide, 
thereby  contributing  to  the  polluti.  n  of  adjacent  -waters. 

With  respect  to  the  viater  system,  there  are  serious  deficiencies  in  fire 
protection  for  the  area.  The  general  inadequacies  will  become  more 
critical,  especially  in  the  areas  above  elevation  50,  as  tuberculation 
of  the  mains  and  demands  on  the  system  increase. 
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Preliminary  sewerage  proposals  are:   (1)  to  utilize  the  existing 
combined  sewers  as  storm  sewers  wherever  possible  and  (2)  construct  a 
new  sanitary  sewer  system  in  all  areas  of  new  developirient  and  wherever 
replacement  of  existing  sewers  is  necessary. 

Preliminary  water  system  proposals  are:   to  either  replace  or  clean  and 
cement-line  the  l6  inch  water  mains  in  i-iaverick  Street  (1800  feet)j 
Brooks  Street  (2300  feet),  and  Porter  Street  (300  feet)  as  detailed 
inspection  dictates.   The  same  holds  true  for  600  feet  of  the  12-inch 
main  along  Maverick  Street,   Improvements  to  smaller  water  lines  will  be 
made  as  needed. 
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GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  mSS.  H-kk 

East  Boston  Urbc\i  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


DELINEATION  OF  CLEARANCE  AREAS  CODE  NO.  GN-20l(d) 

Proposed  rene\ral  treatment  areas  are  shoim  on  Map  7  "Proposed  Treatment  and 
Title  I  Project". 
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GENERAL  NEIGHBOFJiOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO,   MASS.   R~kk 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


PROPERTY  REH/^.BILITATION  REQUIREMENTS  CODE  NO.  GN-20l(e) 


The  GI^IRP  proposes  the  conservation  of  residential  properties  through  the 
enforcement  of  modified  Minimum  Propertj^  Standards  for  Urban  Renewal  Re- 
habilitation which  have  been  accepted  by  the  HFIFA   The  MPS  apply  to  exist- 
ing residential  properties  containing  one  through  eleven  units  in  legally 
defined  urban  renetral  areas.  This  one  set  of  standards  reflects  FHA,  Boston 
Building  Code,  Boston  Housing  Code  and  State  Housing  Code  minimum  require- 
ments. 

The  timing  of  improvements  shall  be  developed  according  to  the  needs  and 
resources  of  each  individual  property  oimer.  Properties  not  brought  up  to 
minimum  standards  Tdthin  a  reasonable  period  of  time  will  be  svibject  to 
acquisition  by  the  Redevelopment  Authority. 
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GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  REIffiUAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.   MASS.   R~kk 

East  Boston  Urban  Reneiral  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,   Massacluisetts 


IDENTIFICATION  OF  TITLE  I  PROJECTS  CODE  NO.  GN-20l(f ) 


The  East  Boston  GIIRP  Area  should  be  planned  and  carried  out  as  one  Urban 
Renewal  Project,   Conditions  of  blight  and  deterioration  are  s^pread  through- 
out all  sections  and  a  concerted,  systematic  and  properly  staged  plan  re- 
quires a  single  comprehensive  program. 

Given  necessary  approvals  from  the  Mayor,  the  community,  the  Authority,  the 
City  Council,  and  Commom/ealth  and  Federal  agencies,  the  proposed  urban  re- 
newal project  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  get  under  way  and  to  proceed  in 
accordance  \rLth   the  follovdng  sequence  and  timing  of  project  activities: 

Survey  and  Planning  -  Begin  7-66 

End  1-68 
Early  Land         -  Begin  7-66 

End  1-68 
E::ecution  -  Begin  1-68 

End   1-71 
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GEIffiML  NEIGHBORHOOD  REKEIIAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  H-hk 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


ANTICIPATED  ABSORPTION  OF  CLEARED  LAND  CODE  NO.  GN-202(a) 


Absorption  estimates  of  land  to  be  sold  for  private  development  are  based 
on  a  comprehensive  economic  analysis  of  East  Boston  completed  by  Larry  Smith 
and  Associates  in  19^4,  and  upon  the  Authority's  experience  in  other  project 
areas  to  date. 

The  Plan  proposes  construction  of  approximately  1100  residential  units  on 
kk   acres  of  land  in  the  Uaterfront  Development  District.  An  additional 
100  units  could  be  built  on  scattered  "opportunity"  sites  totaling  some 
five  acres. 

New  units  should  be  developed  primarily  for  families  of  moderate  income 
For  the  most  part  it  is  expected  it  would  be  built  with  private  non-profit, 
limited  dividend  or  cooperative  sponsorship  under  the  terms  of  Section 
221(d)  (3)  of  the  National  Housing  Act.  Experience  to  date  in  other  areas 
of  the  City  indicates  that  when  land  becomes  available  for  housing  under 
this  program  there  is  no  lack  of  sponsors,  builders  or  tenants. 

No  land  is  to  be  cleared  for  new  industrial  uses  and  only  a  very  small  amount 
(one  acre)  for  new  commercial  uses   As  there  \rill  be  some  business  dis- 
placement from  project  activities,  there  seems  ample  reason  to  believe  that 
the  cleared  sites  for  new  commercial  use  could  easily  be  absorbed. 
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GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEl\fAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R-44 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority- 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


ESTIMATES  OP  FEDERAL  GRANT  REQUIREMENTS      CODE 

NO.  GN-202(b) 

1. 

Pro.lect  Expenditures 

a.  Planning  Costs 

b.  GNRP  Costs 

c.  Administration  Costs 

d.  Property  Acquisition 

e.  Project  Improvements 

f.  Other  Costs 

g.  Subtotal 

$  548,300 

204,500 

2,366,100 

13,140,400 

800,000 

2,604.600 

$19,663,900 

5519,663,900 

2. 

Local  Non-Cash  Grants- In- Aid 

a.  Land  Donations 

b.  Demolition  &  Removal 

c.  Project  Improvements 

d.  Public  Facilities 

e.  Other 

f.  Subtotal 

0 

25,000 

5,611,200 

3,785,000 

0 

$9,421,200 

$  9,421,200 

3. 

Gross  Project  Cost 

$29,085,100 

4. 

Land  Disposal  Proceeds 

$   855,500 

5. 

Net  Project  Cost 

$28,229,600 

6. 

Minimum  Local  Contribution 
(one  third  of  line  five) 

5>  9,409,900 

7. 

Project  Capital  Grant 

$18,808,400 

8. 

Relocation  Grant 

$   485,500 

9. 

Relocation  Adjustment  Payments 

5 

$   119,600 

10. 

Total  Federal  Capital  Grant 

$19,413,500 
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The  table  below  indicates  the  cost  of  community  facilities  and  public 
improvements  discussed  under  Code  GN-20l(c).  These  facilities  could 
readily  be  provided  during  the  execution  period  as  shown  in  the 
schedule  for  urban  renewal  project  activities,  Code  No.  GN-20l(f) 
given  necessary  local  and  federal  approvals. 


PROJECT  OR  SITE  Il'IPROVEI-IENTS 


Water  System  Improvements 
Sanitary  &  Storm  Sewers 
Street  Improvements* 
Street  Lighting 
Police  Signal  System 
Fire  Signal  System 
Traffic  Control  System 
Street  &  Directional  Signs 
Eagle  Hill  Playgro\ind 
Playfield 

Jeffries  Point  Park 
Waterfront  Recreation  Areas 
Rehabilitate  Existing  Parks 

&  Playgrounds 
Land  Fill  &  Grading 
Eutaw  Street  Park 


*Excludes  $800,000  in  Item  1  costs 


CHARGE 

TO    PROJECT 

TOTAL 

COST 

PERCENT 

AMOUNT 

392,500 

100 

392,500 

620,000 

100 

620,000 

1,679,800 

100 

1,679,800 

1,078,200 

100 

1,078,200 

206,900 

100 

206,900 

206,900 

100 

206,900 

225,000 

100 

225,000 

66,200 

100 

66,200 

50,000 

100 

50,000/- 

i5o,oocV 

150,000 

100 

1+0,000 

100 

Uo,ooo 

500,000 

100 

500,000 

100,000 

100 

100,000 

250,000 

100 

250,000 

^5,700 

100 

i+5,700 

5,611,200 

CO^MJNITY  FACILITIES 


CHARGE 


TO 


PROJECT 


Fire  Station 
Fire  Station 
Chapman-Sheridan  Replacement 

School 
Barnes  Replacement  School  & 

Community  Center 


TOTAL 
COST 

350,000 

350,000 

1,U00,000 

2,000,000 


PERCENT 

Uo 

70 

100 

100 


AMOUNT 

11^0,000 

2^5,000 

1,400,000 

2,000,000 
3,765,000 


"> 


NOTE:  All  Project  Improvements  and  Corainunity  Facilities  would  be  provided 
by  the  City  of  Boston 
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GENERAL  NEIGPiBORHOOD  RENEV/AL  ?LM] 
PROJECT  NO.   I4ASS.    R-^i+ 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Aj:ea. 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


Analysis  of  Relocation  Program  Code  No.  GN  202(c) 


1.  Analysis  of  existing  United  States  Census  data  and  BRA  Surveys  for 
the  GKRP  area  provide  the  basis  for  the  followinc  relocation  estimates: 


Estimated  Families  and  Individuals  to  be  Displaced 

VJhite                Non-White  Total 

No.  of  Families             535         17  552 

No.  of  Individuals           k6                       0  U6 


There  are  estimated  to  be  575  occupied  dwelling  units  proposed  for 
clearance  in  the  GNRP  area. 


Estimated  Non-Residential  Establishments  to  be  Displaced 

An  estimated  10^  non-residential  establishments  would  be  displaced 
for  the  entire  GNRP  axea. 


2.  As  of  April  1,  196O,  housing  resources  in  the  East  Boston  GNRP 
area  were  generally  as  follows: 

Type  of  Housing 

H.U. 
Owner -Occupied  2,580 

Renter-Occupied         7 ,  3^-0 

9,890 


Vacant  Housing  H.U. 

Available  H.U.  for  Sale  only                      I9 

Available  H.U.  for  Rent                         U33 

Other  Vacant  I80 
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Condition  of  Housing  H.U. 


Sound  with  pliombing  8,10? 

Deteriorating  with  plumbing  986 

Substandard  (dilapidated  or  2,8^3 

lacking  plvunbing  facilities)  11,9^6 


As  of  April  Ij  i960  there  were  11,9^+6  housing  units  in  the  GNRP  area. 
These  included  U52  vacant  housing  units  for  rent  and  for  sale.  Other 
vacancies  totaling  I80  housing  units  were  not  on  the  market  because 
of  the  owner's  preferences  or  extreme  deterioration. 

There  are  klk   public  housing  units  in  the  GNRP  area.  Average  turnover 
rate  is  50  units  a  year. 

If  housing  is  constructed  in  the  Waterfront  Development  District 
approximately  1100  housing  units  would  be  added  to  the  market;  and 
an  additional  100  units  could  be  added  by  construction  on  scattered 
sites.  These  units  would  be  developed  primarily  for  moderate-income 
groups. 


Tiirnover  in  Citywide  Housing  Inventory 

As  of  July  31»  196^,  there  were  an  estimated  l6,200  housing  units 
available  in  the  most  recent  seven-month  period  from  turnover  in 
rental  housing  as  indicated  by  the  records  of  our  local  utility 
company.  These  units  were  located  within  the  City  of  Boston  and 
represent  a  substantial  portion  of  the  total  available  private 
rental  housing  turnover. 

The  annual  turnover  rate  for  Boston's  public  housing  units  in 
1963  was  12.6^0  or  1,800  units. 

Turnover  rates  in  the  City's  housing  supply  are  derived  from  the 
U.  S.  Census  of  Housing,  Boston,  196O,  and  are  estimated  as  follows; 


Year  Moved    Renter-Occupied    Owner-Occupied        Total 

1957 
1958 
1959 


15,969 

( 9.m 

3,05U 

(5.0%) 

19,023 

(  8.5f.) 

20,750 

{12.%) 

3,171 

(5.2f.) 

23,921 

(10. 6f.) 

33,262 

(20. H) 

3,555 

(5.8f.) 

36,817 

(16. Uf.) 
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Chaxacteristics  of  Inventory  and  Vacancy  Rate 

As  of  April  1,  i960,  there  was  an  estimated  lU,115  vacant  housing 
units  out  of  a  total  of  238,802  units  in  the  City  of  Boston.   In 
the  interim  period  through  July  31 5  196^,  it  is  estimated  that  a 
net  decrease  of  3I56OO  people  has  occurred  in  the  City,  further 
increasing  the  availability  of  housing.  Of  the  22l+,687  units 
occupied,  it  is  estimated  that  l63,396  were  renter-occupied  and 
61,291  were  owner-occupied. 

As  of  November  I96U  there  v;ere  lU,397  public  rental  housing  units 
provided  under  the  Federally- aided  and  State-aided  programs, 
according  to  a  letter  from  the  Acting  Administrator  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  dated  November  27,  196^. 

As  of  April  1,  i960,  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Housing  listed  lU,115 
vacant  dwelling  units,  providing  a  vacant  ratio  of  5.9fo'  Of  the 
vacant  dwelling  units,  6,263  are  available  vacant  with  sill 
facilities  and  considered  to  be  standard  units,  including  i<-85 
sales  units  and  55  778  rental  iinits. 

Vacant  standard  units  represent  3«lfo  of  the  total  number  of 
standard  units.  The  vacancy  rate  is  ^.1^  of  the  total  standard 
sales  units,  according  to  the  U.  S.  Census  of  housing,  States  and 
Small  Areas  HC(l)23,  Boston,  I96O. 


Availability  of  Housing  to  Non-white  Families  and  Individuals 

Under  open  occupancy  legislation  enacted  July  1,  1963j  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  all  dwelling  units  except  those  in 
owner-occupied,  two-family  structures,  are  available  by  law  for 
rent  or  purchase  on  an  open  occupancy  basis. 


Related  Relocation  Actions 

As  part  of  the  ongoing  development  of  a  comprehensive  relocation 
program  for  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
has  taken  a  number  of  actions  to  further  develop  and  refine  the 
relocation  program.  These  actions  are  as  follows; 

(1)  In  December  I962,  the  Authority  executed  a  contract  with 

United  Community  Services  of  Metropolitan  Boston  to  provide 
a  social  service  unit  in  the  Government  Center  Relocation 
Program.  Since  that  time  increasing  emphasis  has  been  placed 
upon  providing  adequate  socigil  services  to  persons  required 
to  relocate. 
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(2)  A  full-time  public  health  nurse  was  utilized  in  Castle  Square 
by  the  United  South  End  Settlements,  Inc.,  who  carried  out 
that  program  and  the  full-time  staff  services  of  a  public 
health  nurse  are  now  being  utilized  in  Washington  Park. 

(3)  The  Authority  entered  into  a  contract  with  Management  Services 
Associates,  Inc.,  to  develop  a  comprehensive  relocation  program 
for  Boston.  The  report  included  recommendatiai s  for  organiza- 
tional, procedural,  and  personnel  changes,  as  well  as  added 
enphasis  upon  cooperation  with  community  social  service 
agencies. 

As  a  result,  the  Authority  established  in  I963  a  Department 
of  Family  Relocation  and  employed  a  Director  of  Family 
Reloc  ation. 

Cooperation  with  public  and  private  social  service  agencies 
has  been  extensive  in  Washington  Park.  The  Department  of 
Family  Relocation  has  also  cooperated  with  Action  for  Boston 
Community  Development  in  the  prepsiration  of  plans  for  multi- 
service centers  in  Roxbury,  Charlestown,  and  the  South  End. 

(U)  The  Department  has  worked  with  the  Greater  Boston  Real  Estate 
Board,  the  Rental  Housing  Association,  the  Brokers  Institute, 
and  the  Multiple  Listing  Service. 

(5)  In  September,  I963,  the  Mayor  of  Boston  established  a  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  with  subcommittcee  en  Relocation  Housing, 
Housing  for  the  Elderly,  and  Minority  Housing.  Advisors  and 
staff  services  are  provided  to  the  subcommittees  by  the 
Authority.  The  Director  of  Family  Relocation  is  the  staff 
advisor  to  the  Subcommittee  on  Relocation  Housing. 
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GENERAL  I^IEIGHBORHOOD  REWEVJAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO  MASS.   R-kk 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


IDENTIFICATION  OF  REQUIRED  ACTIONS  CODE  NO.  GN  202  (d)(1) , (2) , (3) 

(1)  ZONING  CHANGES 

A  new  Zoning  Ordinance  for  the  City  of  Boston  became  effective  on  December 
31,  196i+. 

The  proposed  classification  of  zoning  districts  (Map  9  "Proposed  Zoning") 
is  based  upon  the  new  Zoning  Ordinance. 

The  re-mapping  of  zoning  districts,  conforming  to  this  classification,  is 
proposed  in  order:   (l)  generally  to  carry  out  the  objectives  and  proposals 
of  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewla  Plan,  (2)  particulaxly  to  conform  as 
closely  as  possible  witih  the  land  use  and  building  requirements  for  areas 
proposed  to  be  acquired  as  a  part  of  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan, 
and  (3)  additionally  to  stimulate  the  reorganisation  of  land  use  and  build- 
ing development  in  sections  of  the  GNRP  area  which  are  not  proposed  to  be 
acquired. 

The  "Waterfront  Development  District"  can  be  rezoned  only  after  a  specific 
site  plan  has  been  completed. 

(2)  MODIFICATION  OF  HOUSING  CODES 

A  review  of  housing  and  building  codes  currently  in  effect  in  and  for  the 
City  of  Boston,  including  (l)  the  State  Sanitary  Code  setting  forth 
"Minimum  Standards  of  Fitness  for  Human  Habitation"  as  mandatory  minimum 
requirements  for  housing  in  all  municipalities  of  the  Commom/ealth,  and 

(2)  the  Boston  Building  Code,  indicates  that  such  codes  and  ordinances  are 
fully  adequate  to  carry  out  the  objectives  and  proposals  of  the  General 
Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan. 

(3)  PROVISION  OF  COMMUNITY  FACILITIES 

Community  facilities  and  public  improvements  can  be  provided  in  accordance 
with  the  "Capital  Improvements  Program  1S63-1975"  as  needed  to  carry  out 
the  objectives  and  proposals  of  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan. 

Boston  R-kk  I   GN  202  (d)  (l),  (2),  (3)  10-1 


GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R-hk 

East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


Conformance  with  the  General  Plan  Code  No.  GN  203 


The  East  Boston  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  is  in  conformance  with 
the  General  Plan  in  regards  to  accomplishing  its  objectives  for  land  use, 
major  thoroughfares,  community  facilities,  priorities  for  public  improvements 
and  zoning. 

Refer  to  Code  No.  GN  211  "Resolution  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
approving  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan"  for  statement  approving 
plan  as  being  in  conformance  with  the  General  Plan. 
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EAST  BOSTON  BINDER  NO. 

GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN 
PROJECT  NO.  MASS.  R-44 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Submission  Date: 

Boston,  Massachusetts 


RESOLUTION  OP  LOCAL  PUBLIC  AGENCY  CODE  NO.  GN-211 

APPROVING  THE  PLAN 


RESOLUTION  OF  BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

APPROVING  FILING  OF  GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD 

RENEWAL  PLAN 

EAST  BOSTON  URBAN  RENEWAL  AREA 

WHEREAS-  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Title  I  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  19^9  as  amended,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
herein  called  the  "Local  Public  Agency",  has  entered  into  a  con- 
tract, designated  Contract  No.  Mass.  R-44(GN),  with  the  Federal 
Government  pursuant  to  which  the  Government  has  made  available  to 
the  Local  Public  Agency  financial  assistance  for  the  preparation 
of  a  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  for  the  urban  renewal  area 
designated  as  the  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area,  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  herein  called  the  "Locality"; 
and 

WHEREAS,  there  was  presented  to  this  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  herein  called  the 
"Governing  Body",  for  its  consideration  a  copy  of  a  General 
Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  for  said  urban  renewal  area,  dated 
June  3,  1965,  which  plan  is  entitled  "General  Neighborhood  Renewal 

Plan,  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area",  and  consists  of  pages 

and  exhibits,  (said  plan  being  hereinafter  called  "General 

Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan");  and 

WHEREAS,  said  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  was  re- 
viewed and  considered  at  length  at  said  meeting;  and 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  the  Authority  is  the  duly  designated  and  official 
planning  board  for  the  City  of  Boston;  and 

WHEREAS,  a  comprehensive  plan  has  been  prepared  and  is 
recognized  and  used  as  a  guide  for  the  general  development  of  the 
locality  as  a  whole: 
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NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  BOARD  OP  THE 
BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY,  that  the  General  Neighborhood 
Renewal  Plan  is  hereby  approved  in  principle,  that  the  filing 
of  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  is  hereby  approved, 
and  that  the  Development  Administrator  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  file  such  plan  with  the  Housing  and  Home  Finance 
Agency,  and  to  provide  such  additional  information  and  to  furnish 
such  documents  as  may  be  required  in  behalf  of  such  agency  and  to 
act  as  the  authorized  correspondent  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  acting  as  the  duly  designated  and  official  Planning 
Board  for  the  City  of  Boston,  that  the  General  Neighborhood 
Renewal  Plan  conforms  to  the  comprehensive  plan  for  the  locality 
as  a  whole. 
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JOHN  C.  CONLEY 

Attorney  At  Law 
Suite  501 
73  Tremont  St.,  Boston  8,  Mass. 


OPINION  OF  LPA  COUNSEL  RESPECTING  APPROVAL  OF 
GENERAL  NEIGHBORHOOD  RENEWAL  PLAN  BY  GOVERNING  BODY 

OF  LPA 


Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
1108  City  Hall  Annex 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


Gentlemen: 


Re:  General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan 
East  Boston  R-kk 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


I  am  an  attorney- at-law  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  As  counsel  for  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
my  opinion,  including  factual  statements  requested  by  the  Housing  and 
Home  Finance  Agency,  is  as  follov;s: 

1.  I  have  examined  the  General  Neighborhood  Renewal 

Plan  prepared  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 
relating  to  the  East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area, 
City  of  Boston,  County  of  Suffolk,  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
"Plan,"  which  plan  is  more  specifically  identified 
as  follows: 

A  mimeographed  document  dated 

entitled,  "General  Neighborhood  Renewal  Plan  for  the 
East  Boston  Urban  Renewal  Area,"  ajid  consisting  of 
pages  and      exhibits  for  the  virban  renewal 
area  aforementioned,  approved  by  the  Local  Public 
Agency  on 

I  have  also  examined  a  record  of  the  official  proceedings 
respecting  the  authorization  and  approval  of  the  Plan  by 
the  governing  body  of  the  Local  Public  Agency, 
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2.  The  Plan  has  been  duly  approved  by  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  as  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Local  Public 
Agency. 

3.  The  Plan,  when  duly  approved  by  the  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston  will  be  a  valid  Plan,  meeting  all  the 
requirements  of  Title  I  of  the  Housing  Act  of  I9U9,  as 
amended,  and  other  applicable  law.  The  Plan  includes 

all  of  the  provisions  and  matters  required  by  Section  102  (d) 
of  said  Housing  Act. 

k.     The  territorial  area  covered  by  the  Plan  is  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Public  Agency  and 
such  area  under  state  and  local  laws  is  legally  eligible 
and  appropriate  for  the  activities  contemplated  under  the 
Plan. 

5.  To  my  knowledge  there  is  no  pending  or  threatened  litigation 
of  any  kind  concerning  the  Plan. 


John  C.  Conley 

Attorney  for  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
73  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
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